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Victoria  

Traralgon 

We left Traralgon on Saturday 21 

April 2007. ñWeò being Bev, me and 

our ñrigò. I have always wanted to 

drive a ñbig rigò  My image of a óbig 

rigô is of a semi-trailer or, more 

recently, a B-Double. But not quite up 

to that dream/fantasy, but still 

somewhat satisfying to my childhood 

dream is our VT Holden and the 16.5 

ft Windsor Caravan we were towing. 

We drove west from our home in 

Gippsland, through Melbourne to 

Ballarat in the goldfields area of 

Western Victoria. We were warmly 

welcomed and looked after by our 

eldest son and his wife Mick and Louise.  After a coupleof days with them, we headed north.  

It was a beautiful day and we had a cup of coffee just near Waubra on the Sunraysia 

highway, and then had lunch in a picnic spot just on the outskirts of Donald. The Sunraysia 

Highway is a very pleasant drive which, after joining the Calder Highway not far from Ouyen, 

takes you to Mildura on the Murray River. However our destination before this was Rainbow, 

so we turned west off the Sunraysia not far past Donald, and passed through Warracknabeal 

to Rainbow. 

 

Rainbow 

We had a happy couple of days with our friends Peter and Denise in Rainbow.  As a very 

green Baptist minister, I had been allocated Rainbow as my first church. Well actually there 

were three churches: Rainbow, Kenmare and Hindmarsh.  The people that made up my 

congregation were mostly wheat and sheep farmers.  We had just returned from our 

honeymoon when we started our ministry 

there, and the people took us to their 

hearts.  Deniseôs family was especially 

generous and kind to us, and we became 

firm friends with the whole extended family. 

Peter had been the headmaster of the local 

High School and always had projects and 

support activities for the town on the go.  

He was a good artist and had painted 

murals around the town together with a 

small group of likeminded artists.  A 
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passing interest at the time we visited was a family of caterpillars and their chrysalises.  

We reluctantly said our farewells and set out for Renmark in South Australia. This meant we 

had to get back on the Sunraysia Highway and the Calder Highway to get to Mildura.  

Mildura is 112 kilometres from the South Australian border.  Now we felt we were really on 

our way. As we drove along, many farmers were out working their ground over, preparing to 

plant their crop when the rain arrived. There is supposed to be good rain forecast for 

Thursday and Friday. 

 

Return to Table of Contents 
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South Australia  

Renmark 

By mid-afternoon we had arrived at 

Renmark, but not before unexpectedly 

passing through a quarantine roadblock 

just out of the town. We had to hand 

over all our onions, potatoes, tomatoes 

etc and a pumpkin. Our caravan park 

was right on the Murray river and was 

absolutely beautiful. We were only a 

few metres from the river on beautiful 

lush grass. The river itself looked to us 

to be normal and not affected by 

drought at all, even though officially the 

Southern half of Australia had been 

experiencing a drought since 2002, and 

it was not to be declared officially over 

until 2012. 

Berri 

We got underway the next day, and, not far along the road, we came to Berri. Berri is a 
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beautiful place famous for its citrus fruits and situated right on the Murray. It boasts the ñBig 

Orangeò just on the outskirts of town.  

Over the road from the Big Orange is the Wilabalangaloo Nature Reserve (great name!), 

which is situated on the banks of the Murray River. The name derives from an Aboriginal 

word said to mean 'place of the red, yellow and brown stones,' reflecting the colours exposed 

in the cliff face along the river. 

The Big Orange has struggled to keep open for visitors. It opened in 1980 and has changed 

hands many times over the years.  With an unsuccessful auction in 2008, the property was 

eventually sold to a local businessman.  It was closed as you can see, but there are plans to 

one day open it up to the public again. 

There is also a tragic event which is connected with the Big Orange.  Dharmander Singh 

"cold bloodedly" murdered his estranged wife Linda Bartley by shooting her four times on 

June 22, 2001.  The murder happened at the Big Orange. Singh was not apprehended by 

police until two days later when he was in a Sydney Sikh temple, and was sentenced to a 

minimum 24 years in jail.   

Past Berri we found a small wayside fruit 

stall that we had been to before called 

Aggies. It has a reputation for good fruit at 

a cheap price. Sure enough it lived up to its 

reputation, and we were able to leave with 

a mixture of fruit and veggies for $14. We 

started straight in to enjoy the plums and 

later found the mandarins pretty good too.  

Not only were we surprised by the amount 

of water in the Murray which looked to be at 

a normal height here also, but we passed 

Lake Bonney which was quite large and 

seemed full. 

Return to Table of Contents 

 

Barmera 

Just as we came to the outskirts of Barmera, we turned north on to a smaller road that took 

us in the right direction for Port Augusta. It was a good two lane road and had very little 

traffic. Even though it was a back road, it had a speed limit of 110 kph.    Barmera was an 

ñalien internment campò during World War II. (See box on next page)  

We passed a place called Overland Corner where it started to rain, and did not stop for the 

rest of the day. Overland Corner consisted of one building, a hotel. Originally set up as a 

watering hole for drovers and overlanders operating between New South Wales and the 

Adelaide Colony, it also served as a temporary camping ground for steamers passing 

through on the River Murray, which flows a mere 600ft from the hotel. 
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The historic building was erected in 1859, and since that time has served as a staging point, 

a general store, a police station and even the local Post Office. 

On this road we were delighted to pass the Pelican Point Nudist Resort and a little further on, 

a camel farm. No particular connection as far as I know. We were on the north of the Murray 

and followed it for quite a way with lots of vineyards adjacent to the river which, one would 

assume, were being irrigated from the river. At Morgan we turned away from the river to head 

north. There was a huge pipeline that ran alongside or near the road, presumably taking 

water to some of the towns that we would pass through. 

Internment during World War II  

During the Second World War ôenemy aliensõ were interned by the Australian government. South Australiaõs main internment camp was at Loveday, near 

Barmera on the River Murray. The Loveday camp comprised of three compounds a nd three wood camps. The camps housed German, Italian and Japanese 

internees from around Australia, prisoners of war from the Middle East, Pacific Islands and Netherlands East Indies and inter nees from the United Kingdom, 

New Zealand and Pacific Islands.  

The first internees arrived at Loveday on 11 June 1941. In May 1943 the complex held its largest number of internees and pris oners of war, 5382. The last 

internees were released from Loveday in late February 1946.  

Ten escaped from the camps. Only one of th ese was from inside a compound and the others were from work gangs outside the camps. None of the escapees 

were at large for longer than three days. In April 1942 a tunnel was dug out of one of the camps, but was discovered before i t could be used for an e scape.  

Work undertaken by the internees and prisoners of war included growing of guayule shrubs for the production of rubber, pyreth rum for making insecticide 

and opium poppies for morphine production, all of which were vital during wartime. The internees and prisoners also grew vegetables and many varieties of 

seed for both Army and civilian use. The wood chopped at the three wood camps went to fire the steam pumps used on the Riverl and irrigation settlements. 

Pigs and poultry were also raised for meat and  eggs.  

Concerns were raised about the fact that in Australian internment camps internees were grouped together by nationality with n o regard for their political or 

religious beliefs, leading to Nazis and fascists and anti -Nazis and anti -fascists being impr isoned together. Friction between those with opposing political 

views was often evident and some suggested that their incarceration together contravened the Geneva Convention.  

At Loveday an Italian anarchist and anti -fascist, Francesco Fantin , was killed by Bruno Casotti, a fascist, on 16 November 1942. The fascists, however, 

claimed that Fantin and Casotti had argued, Casotti had pushed Fantin and he had fallen and hit his head on a tap. It is well  documented that the anti -fascists 

were in a minority in the camps and were abused and threatened by the fascists for being traitors to Italy. Fantin was one of the leade rs of the anti -fascists 

and thus was particularly singled out for abuse. Fantin had complained several times to the camp authoritie s and asked to be moved, but his concerns were 

generally ignored. Casotti was tried for manslaughter. Evidence later came to light that meant he could have been charged wit h murder, but the Australian 

authorities wanted the affair dealt with quickly lest i t attract public attention to the tensions within the internment camps resulting from the policy of 

incarcerating fascists and anti -fascists together. Casotti was found guilty and sentenced to two years hard labour at Yatala Labour Prison. Despite the 

attempts made to stop Fantinõs death becoming a scandal, or perhaps because of them, the incident did come to the attention of the public and there was a 

general outcry about the leniency of the sentence handed to Casotti and the governmentõs internment policies. Eventually this led to the release of anti -

fascists from the Australian internment camps.  
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The country became quite ñoutbackishò with low saltbushes all around us which had a leaf 

that was almost a silvery green and were surprisingly attractive. They were so widespread in 

the paddocks near the road that we thought they might have been planted, but later we saw 

an experimental farm where they were in fact cultivating saltbush. 

The land was flat and barren looking and only a few stunted trees dotted here and there. The 

vegetation changed a little bit with other low bushes mixed in with the saltbush, but they were 

not so attractive and looked a bit messy. 

 

Burra 

Around lunchtime we came to a small town called Burra. The highway actually skirted around 

the town, but because we needed petrol we decided to turn off to the ñcity centreò. To our 

amazement the town was a gem. It was obviously very historical judging by the old buildings, 

but they had obviously been well loved, restored and maintained. When we got to the centre 

of town, there was a town square, very like some of the English villages we saw when we 

were over there. We found ourselves warming to the place and in no hurry to leave.  

We learnt that it had a fascinating history. When Europeans came to the area to settle it had 

nothing much going for it and the economy of South Australia was not far off bankruptcy. The 

town of Burra began in 1846 as a company town named Kooringa, surveyed and built for the 

South Australian Mining Association. It was the first such company town in Australia and 

remained so until the closure of the mine. An Aboriginal word Kooringa (kuri-ngga) means 'in 

the locality of the she-oak'. The neighbouring hills of Kooringa and the mine were stripped of 

their trees for the mine works. Kooringa today is known as Burra South and is the main part 

of the town of Burra.  

Redruth Gaol 

The Copper Mine today, and (left) the minersô 

óhousesô carved out along the bank of the creek 




















































































































































































































































