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FORWARD 

 
The Rev. Peter Stockman, who was being inducted as President of the Baptist Union of Victoria   

in 1986, said in his induction address: 

 

While life can only be lived forwards, it can only be understood backwards.   So memory     

is to individuals what history is to community. The loss of either leads to a loss of identity. 

 
We need to keep a record of the paths we have trod, because it is out of our past experiences that 

we gain direction for the road ahead. 

 
This history of the Traralgon & District Baptist Church tells the story of a group of people - 

ordinary people - who were searching for the will of God. It is the story of an ordinary church in  

the country. 

 
Many times the will of man prevailed, but somehow, in spite of that, God had His way and, over 

the years many people have been blessed and many lives have been changed as a result of the 

presence of this Church in this Community. 

 
A large part of this material was gathered and  presented  as  Our  First  Eighty  Years  1904  - 

1984 The History of the Traragon Baptist Church  by James G. Waldron OAM.  Here is part of 

his introduction to the 1984 history: 

It is full of facts and figures and names of people who were dedicated and who form 

this fascinating story. The writer spent untold hours on this project after twenty  

years as secretary from 1934 - 1953 when he moved to Horsham for three years. 

There were many, many people working quietly as this booklet  shows,  amongst 

these were Mr. Doran until his death in 1925, and his daughter Jessie until her  

move to Melbourne in 1929. The writerôs mother, who was an active member of the 

Ladies Guild, was also treasurer of the church from 1929 until 1942. His brother 

William followed him as secretary, and it is him after  whom  the  Sunday  School 

hall is named. Another prominent member was Mr. B. Ikin. Through his efforts the 

church, Sunday School and Menôs Society were well served and after whom the 

church clock was dedicated. (What happened to this church clock? Ed.) Other 

prominent names were Mrs. D. Parker who was treasurer from 1956 to the early 

1980's. Mrs. Parker grew up in the Glengarry West area and until her move to 

Traralgon, was an energetic worker at Glen West. Others include the two La Frenz 

sisters and Mr. F. Marks who was one of the first at the Glengarry West Church and, 

when it closed its doors, became a Traralgon member. 
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Great changes have taken place in these eighty years and those involved in  this 

history will find the changes full of memories. For others it shows what can be done 

by hard work and enthusiasm and an abiding commitment to Christ and  His  

mission to the world. It is a story of Godôs faithfulness and His enabling. It is 

interesting that the writer was awarded the Order of Australia Medal in the 1985 

Australia Day Honors List for his services to the Traralgon community over the  

past fifty years. 

 

There have been other edited histories of the church at various anniversaries over the years and these 

have also been drawn on for further information. In addition all the available minute books of the 

church and its organizations were studied and proved interesting reading at times. Other contributions 

came from letters from Mrs. Olive Graham, Rev. Ian Gook and the Black family, in which they 

have written down some of their memories of their time in Traralgon. 

 
Gratitude is expressed to Mabel Waller, Dorothy Parker, Peter and Greta Murray and Edna Waldron, 

who all willingly spoke of their memories. 

 
Thanks to Charlie Speirs who was secretary of the church for most of the last fifteen years, and 

helped bring this history up to date. 

 
There is also a lot of material which has come two histories of the Baptist work in Victoria: Baptist 

in Victoria ï Our First Century 1838 ï 1938 by Rev FJ Wilkin and published by The Baptist 

Union of Victoria in 1939; and Members One of Another ï The Baptist Union of Victoria 1862 - 

1962 by Basil S Brown also published by The Baptist Union of Victoria in 1962. Quite a lot of 

material owes its source to these two writers and is not always acknowledged clearly. For this we 

apologize. 

 
Ray Moore - 2003 

 

 

 
Return to Table of Contents 
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THE STORY OF TRARALGON 
With thanks to the Traralgon & District Historical Society 

 

In 1844, when Edward Hobson brought his cattle to graze and fatten on the native grasses 

flourishing in the open redgum forests on the run of 19,200 acres taken up by his brother, Dr. 

Edwin Hobson, he gave the property the name Traralgon. This was derived from the aboriginal 

words άǘŀǊǊŀέ meaning river and άŀƭƎƻƴέ meaning little fish. 

 
It was here that the Kurnai Tribe had frequented the banks and paddled their bark canoes in the 

clear waters of the streams seeking out fish or spearing the big eels in the backwaters of the river 

at Loy Yang - this name, meaning ±big eel±, was given to the adjoining run taken up by James 

Rentoul (original spelling Rintoul) and stretching east to Flynn¡s Creek (original spelling Flinn¡s 

Creek). 

 
Edward Hobson built his bark-roofed home on a rise near the confluence of Traralgon Creek and 

the Latrobe River. In the following year, William Windsor and his wife, Eliza, became the first 

white inhabitants of what is now the City of Traralgon. William was a stockman on Hobson¡s Run, 

but he and Eliza provided for travelers passing through, the comforts of a warm fire, a meal and a bed 

in their rough slab-built cottage situated on the rise where Wesley Church (now the Salvation Army 

Church) now stands. 

 
With the building of Duncan Campbell¡s substantial ±Travelers Rest± in 1858, Traralgon became firmly 

established as a stopping place. Holding yards were built for cattle being driven to Port Albert  

and, later, Melbourne markets. 

 
Then as the excitement of  gold  fever  spread  through  

the young Colony, the number  of  travelers  increased  

and prospectors moved in to seek gold in  the streams in 

the mountains north of Traralgon. A store was opened  

and a mailman appointed to ride through the forests and 

swamps to Melbourne. Next, a Post Office opened and, 

towards the end of the 1850's, the township was surveyed 

and the first land sales held. 

 
The following decade saw the beginning of social life, with 

public meetings and church services being held. Race meetings were organized and attended by 

people from miles around. 

1893 Traralgon to Walhalla coach 
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Traralgon Railway Station 1885 

The opening up of the squatter's lands for selection brought about a rapid growth in population 

which, in turn, led to an increase in the number of town businesses to supply the requirements of 

the settlers. Tracks were cleared 

and bridges built. Schools were 

established, banks were  opened 

and sporting teams were formed. 

The building of the railway line in 

the late 1870's gave another boost 

to the population. Sawmills  were 

set up to supply the necessary 

timbers and there was an influx of 

workers for the construction of the 

line. 

 
Now that the sawn timber was 

available and bricks made in Traralgon could be used for chimneys, the standard of buildings 

improved and soon afterwards many substantial solid brick buildings graced the town. In the 1880's, 

the settlers were becoming more prosperous and this was reflected not only in the successful 

businesses of the town, but also in the types of goods sold.  Luxuries as well as necessities   became 

available. Streets were formed 

and drained, footpaths  made,  

and the first attempts at 

beautifying the town began in the 

planting of trees in the streets. 

 
The cattle sales brought increased 

trade, with drovers converging on 

Traralgon from all directions on 

sale days, bringing large herds of 

cattle        to        the       markets. 

Auctioneers and buyers arrived and hotels employed extra staff to provide meals, while the 

shopkeepers did their best trading of the week on those days. 

 
Traralgon continued to expand as  an  agricultural  centre,  with  a  number  of  subdivisions  

being approved for housing blocks. Cultural activities and sporting clubs thrived and better roads 

meant easier and faster transport. 

 
(The above history has been used by kind permission of The Traralgon & District Historical  Society 

 
Loading logs at Traralgon Railway Station 
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from Traralgon, A Tableau Through Time 2nd Edition, Published by the Society in 1985) 

 

�7�K�H�� �/�D�W�U�R�E�H�� �9�D�O�O�H�\�� �E�H�F�D�P�H�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�L�Q�� �V�X�S�S�O�L�H�U�� �R�I�� �9�L�F�W�R�U�L�D�¶�V�� �H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�L�W�\�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �V�R�G�� �E�H�L�Q�J��

turned using a  four  horse plough at the Yallourn Power Station site on 5 February 1921, and      

the later development of Hazelwood and Loy Yang Power Stations.  This, together with the gasworks 

and after World War II, the development of the huge 

Paper Mill by Australian Paper Manufacturers,  

created plenty of employment and the Valley thrived. 

In the late 1980's with the privatization of the State 

Electricity Commission, large numbers of workers 

were made redundant and the area experienced an 

economic slump with many people unemployed and 

others moving away from the district. 

 
Now in the hundredth year of the Traralgon & District 

Baptist Church, 2003, the economy is settling down, but is still unstable. This is the story of those 

first hundred years of the Baptist Church in  Traralgon. 

 

Return to Table of Contents 
 

THE HOME MISSION 

The first Baptist Home Missionary Society was founded in January 1853, but did not last for very 

long before it lost momentum and faded away. Five years later in 1858 The Baptist Association for 

the Colony of Victoria was formed, and it too led a fairly short life before being closed down. But 

only months later it was re-formed. 

When the Baptist Association was re-formed in 1862, it was called The Baptist Association and 

Home Mission. So right up to this point the Home Mission was not identifiable as a separate entity 

to the Association of Baptist churches. 

A few years later however, in November 1870 the Rev James Martin gave an address to the 

Assembly that called for action, and a clarifying of their motives. 

The ambition of our churches needs arousing . . . I do not know what our capacities are, but 

to the measure of our capacity Christ expects us to work for Him. . . And if we had no higher 

aim than to spread Baptist peculiarities I should be one of the first to throw up the work. But 

our mission is higher than that. It is not as Christians to spread Baptist views, but as Baptists 

to spread Christianity, and in loving co-operation with all branches of our Saviourôs family 

to do our part to keep this great land for our Lord and spread from one end to the other the 

glad tidings of His redemption. 






















































































































































