o RN RGO QN T Gonvee
L M ey
+e0% - 2hnz

Ray lMoore \

Traralgon & Di%trict Baptist Church | Centenary History 2003



Ray Moore

Traralgon & District Baptist Church | Centenary History : )



Unpublished edition printed 2003
This revised edition published 2011

© RayMoore2011. Unless stated otherwise, the Copyright © of plublicationis
held by Ray Moore. Reproduction or reuse of this material for commercial puiposes
forbidden without written permissiofraym82@ hotmail.coin

wA s
V’v
“

kyema publishing
free ebooks

Publishedy: —  kyemapublishing

Kyema publishing only publishésbooks which are provided without cost onlifer.
moreinformationemail: support@kyemaublishing.com

ISBN 9780-98718271-5

National Library of Australia Cataloguing-in-Publication entry
Author: Moore, Ray, 1935-

Title: An ordinary church in the country [electronic resource] : the centenary history of the
Traralgon & District Baptist Church 1903-2003 / Ray Moore.

Edition: Revised ed.

ISBN: 9780987182715 (ebook)

Subjects:  Traralgon Baptist Church (Traralgon, Vic.)--History.
Baptist Church in Victoria--History.
Traralgon (Vic.)--Church history.

Dewey Number:  286.099456

Traralgon & District Baptist Church | Centenary History :


mailto:raym82@hotmail.com
mailto:support@kyema-publishing.com

Table of Contents

FORWV ARD. ...ttt ettt ettt ettt e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaeeaeaaaeaaa s aaaanbbbbb bbb e bttt b be b e eeeeeeeeeeeeas 6
THE STORMYFTRARALGON. ...ttt e e e e e e ettt et bbb e s s e e e e e aeeeeesebbaa s aeeeeaaaaeeaenes 8
THE HOMIFISSION. ...ttt e s e e e e e e e et et e et bb e ra e e e e e e e eeeeeae bbb e e eeeeaaaeeennes 10
THEFLEDGLINGHURGCH. ...ttt e e e e e e et e e et bbb e e e e e e e eeeeeenbenaans 11
ANEWBUILDING......cceetiiii ittt e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e e e s aa e e s annane 12
FIRSBUNDABCHOQL. ... .ottt e ettt ettt e e et e e e e e e e e aaaaeeaaeaeaaeaaasaasaaaaannnne 13
MEMBERSHIP OF BAPTIST UBIEMNCTORIA. .....uttiiiiiieeiee ettt 14
THEPASTORAMNISTRIES. ...t ettt e e e e e e e et e ee et ba e e e e eeeaeeeesennens 14
P aSTOr JEVAINS. ...t e ettt e ettt e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e rnnrnnrrnrnnnrnnnneee e 14
e Y (0] (Y o] oo | O TP PP PPPPPPPPPPPPPP 14
= Lo (0 ] AW L0 )Y o] = PP 15

[ 1 (0] G [T TP TP TUPRPPPPIN 15
Pastor EE. HIlIMAIN ... e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e annnees 15
REV.IG.W.PAICE. ...ttt e ket e ekt e e e bt e e ek b e e e e b e e e e e b rn e e e e nnee e 18
LY o G0 To o= TSP 18
PaSTOr T.V.P@AULL ...t e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e nn e e e e e e ann 19
CRIISHANENGEAVOUL. ......eeiiiiiiiiie ittt e ettt e e e e s s et e e e e s bbbt e e e e e e e s ann b e e e e e e e e e annbbrneeeeeeannn 21
REVE.BDAIZIEL..... .ottt e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e 24
(= 1 (0 g NN 1Y [ To T PP UPR PP PTPRP 24

[ (0 VA ST o FoTo (o [0 o F PP P PP PR PPPRPPPPRPN 25
REV.C.AJAIMIESOML.....ccitiee ettt e et e e et e e sttt e e s et e e e mb e e e e e bb e e e e anbe e e e e nnnn e e e e annees 26
REVIR. LBITN. ...ttt e e e s s e e e e e e e e bbb e e e e e e e nnnr e e e e e e a e 27
PASTIOMM. BIEWEL........uiuiiiiiiiiii ettt ettt e e e e e e e e e et et e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e ettt e et e e e e e e e eaaeeeeeenns 29
RSNV B o VY ol (] o TP PEERPPPPR 29
REV. AWV SIMIENL. ..ottt e e e e st e e e e e e e bb et e e e e e s annbrrneeeeeeaans 29
AV = = o o 1 T PP 30
REV. SIWAESQN......o ittt e ettt et e e e e e e e eaaeeeaaaaaaaaa s s e e e e nbanbbbbbbne et besneee e e 30
PaStOr JREYNOIUS......eeeeieiieeiiii ettt ettt e et e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaaaaaeaas 30
REV. ADBRN@W. ... et e et e et e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e as 32
REVIKENWEDD ... e e e e e e es 36
REVIM WA ...t e ettt e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e nen s na e n e eeas 36
REV. CRIIBVEAIT. ...ttt e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e sn i neeeeeeaas 39
REV. JINMGIANAM.....oo it e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e re e e e e e e 41

Traralgon & District Baptist Church | Centenary History :



I T=T =702y =] T = To [ 44

LA LY I od @1 ]| o 11 o | PRSP 50
[V ©To o PP PP PP PPRPR 53
RSNV B T =1 (o TN o= U (o PSSP 54
Latrobe FamilBUPPOMCENTIE........ooiiiiiiiiiee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaaaaaeas 57
REV.IR. MABINEWS........iiiii ettt e st e st e e e anne s 58
Interim Pastos (Jan 1991FEDL1993).......uui ittt 58
T LiNdSaWVhItDOUINIE, ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s s e aessasaeaanns 58
NI d (01 (1T To L g 2= 1S i (0111 o 1O 58
b B = AV (o 1/ o] ¢ = Y2 USRS 58
| o =T 1 QY= 1= 1 g Vg o P 58
B O 0 111 1011177 =3 58
REV. DIBIANMCKIE. ...ttt e et e e e e e e e e e s s s b r e e e e e e e nnnnrereaaeas 58
REV.LESLAWIENCE. ...ttt e e e e e e et e et et e e et e e e e e e e aaaaaaaaaeaaaas 59
AFTERWORDL.....ccceeeteieie ettt e e e e e e ettt e bt bt et e e e e e e e e ettt bbbb e a e e e e e e aaeeeeetebtaa s 61
P A S T OR LS T ..ttt ettt e e e et ettt ettt s e e e e e ee et e ee st b b e s e e e e eeeteeeee b b bn e e e e e aeaeeeenne 61
CHURCEECRETARIES . ...ttt e et ettt e e e e e e e e e et e e e ee bbb e e e e e aaeens 63
Pl TURE GG AL E R Y et e e e e e e e e e e s s e e e e s s e s sr s e e res s eennanaseeeennnseennnns s s 69
TheTraralgon Baptist ChureéiNW Corner of Church aldbthamsStreets............cccoccecciviiiiiiiiiinnnee. 70
The Traralgon Baptist Churchtfi®e M dhH J1. Q.8 .......ooiiiiiiiii e 71
(4 0111 (o] 0 o Tox o1 o2~ PP UPPRPPPR PO 72
YOULNWOTIK LO4O/50.......ce ettt ettt ettt et e ekt e e et e e et e e e e e e e annnes 73
Glengarry WesBaptiSICNUICH...........oiiiiiiiiiiii e snnnneeee e A
The Building of the Cumberland PBHptiStCNUICH...........ccvviiiiii e 75
Opening of the Cumberland Park Baptist ChutZRAPril 1952...........cuuvimiieiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiiieeeeeeeeeeeee, 16
The Moving Story of the CumberlaRdrkChurch..................cci e 77
Girls Brigade @OYSBIQAUE..........ccooiii it e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e eaaaaaaes 78
Building of the Kay Street Church a@ll1966/67.............cccccccinriiriiiiiiiiiiiieiereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeaeeeeeeen d 9
Grand Opening Of thBIEWCHUICH...........ooiiii e 80
More Pictures of the Opening of the KatyeetChurch....................o oo, 81
Looking Back FroMheM M I 1. Q. 8. ...t e e e e e e e e e e e annnes 82
The 90" ANNIVErsaryCelebrations. ..............cccvivevvrerireeeereeeeeeeeeese s seese e se e eeee e eeeseseaeseseseeenas 83
THE CRUICH OT@Y ... e e e e e st e e e e e e s reeaae s 83
¢CKS /2@SNJ 2F GKS hNAIAYI the/9RoryAANERE. 2. 7. ALy . BNRA Y I

Traralgon & District Baptist Church | Centenary History :



FORWARD
The Rev. Peter Stockman, who was being inductddresident of the Baptist Union of Victoria
in 1986, said in his inducticaddress:

While life can only béved forwards, it can only banderstoodbackwards. Smemory
Isto individualswhathistoryis to community.Thelossof eitherleadsto a lossof identity.

We need to keep a record of the paths we have trod, because it is out of our past experiences that

we gain direction for the road ahead.

This history of the Traralgon& District Baptist Church tells the story of a group of people
ordinary people who were searching for the will of Goli.is the story of an ordinary church in
thecountry.

Many times the will of man prevailed, but somehow, in spite of that, God had His way and, over
the years many people have been blessed and massyHave been changed as a result of the
presence of this Church in this Community.

A large part of this material was gathered and presente®@uas First Eighty Years 1904-

1984 The History of the Traragon Baptist Churclby James G. Waldron OAMHere is part of

his introduction to the 1984 history:
It is full of facts and figures and names of people who were dedicated and who form
this fascinating story.The writer spentuntold hours on this project after twenty
years assecretary from 1934 1953 whenrhe movedto Horshamfor three years.
There weremany, many people working quietly as this booklet shows, amongst
these were Mr. Doran until his death in 1925, and his daughter Jessie until her
move to Mel bourne i n J1oWasan activdimemberoftheer 6 s
Ladies Guild, was also treasurer of the church from 1929 until 1942. His brother
William followed him as secretary, and it is him after whom the Sunday School
hall is named. Anothgprominent membewas Mr. B. Ikin. Throudh his effortsthe
church, SundaySchooland Me n 6 s S o owelleseryedamdeaftee whom the
church clock was dedicated(What happened to this church clock? Ed.) Other
prominent names were Mrs. Parker who was treasurer from 1956 to the early
1980's. Ms. Parker grew up in the Glengarry West area and until her move to
Traralgon, was an energetic worker at Glen West. Others include the two La Frenz
sisters and Mr. F. Marks who was one of the first atGlengarryWestChurch and,
whenit closedts doors,became Traralgonmember.
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Great changeshave taken placén these eighty yearand thoseinvolvedin this

history will find the changes full of memories. For others it shows what can be done

by hard work and enthusiasm and an dibg commitment to Christ and His

mi ssion to the worl d. It is a story of
interesting that the writer was awarded the Order of Australia Medal in the 1985
Australia Day Honors List for his services to the Tramgcommunity over the

past fiftyyears.

There have been other edited histogéshe churchat variousanniversariegver the yearsand these
havealso beerdrawnon for furtherinformation.In addition allthe available minute books of the
church andts organizationsvere studiecaind provednterestingreadingat times. Other contributions
came from letters from Mrs. Olive Graham, Rev. lan Gook and the Black family, in which they
have written down some of their memories of their time in Traralgon.

Grditudeis expressedo Mabel Waller, Dorothy Parker, Peter and Greta Murray and Edna Waldron,
who all willingly spokeof their memories.

Thanks to Charlie Speirs who was secretary of the church for most of the last fifteen years, and
helped bring thisistory up to date.

There is also a lot of material which has come two histories of the Baptist work in ViStap@st

in Victoria T Our First Century 18381 1938by Rev FJ Wilkin and published by The Baptist
Union of Victoria in 1939; an®lembers Oneof Anotheri The Baptist Union of Victoria 1862

1962 by Basil S Brown also published by The Baptist Union of Victoria in 1962. Quite a lot of
material owes its source to these two writers and is not always acknowledged clearly. For this we
apologize.

Ray Moore- 2003

Return to Table of Contents
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THE STORY OF TRARALGON
With thanks to the Traralgon & District Historical Society

In 1844, when Edward Hobson brought his cattle to graze and fatten onathe grasses
flourishing in the open redgum forests on the run of 19,200 acres taken up by his brother, Dr.
Edwin Hobson, he gave the property the name Traralgon. This was derived from the aboriginal
wordsd | NBgniag river andr | £ Ireghing littlefish.

It was here that the Kurnai Tribe hdcequentedhe banks angbaddledtheir bark canoes in the

clear waters of the streams seeking out fish or spearing the big eels in the backwaters of the river
at Loy Yang- this name,meaningig eel# was givento the adjoiningrun takenup by James
Rentoul(original spelling Rintoul) andstretchingeastto Flynns Creek (original spelling Flinn;s

Creek).

EdwardHobson built hisbark-roofedhome on a rise near the confluence of Traralgon Creek and
the Latrobe River. In the following year, William Windsor and his wife, Eliza, became the first
white inhabitants of what is now ti@&ty of Traralgon. William was astockmaron Hobsons Run,

but heandElizaprovidedfor travelerspassinghrough,thecomfortsof a warmfire, a mealanda bed

in their rough slabbuilt cottage situated on the rise where Wesley Church (now the Salvation Army
Church) nowstands.

With the building of DuncanCampbeljs substantialAravelersResttin 1858, Traralgonbecamdirmly
establishedas a stopping place. Holding yards were built for cattle being driven to Port Albert
and, later, Melbournenarkets.

Then as the excitement of gold fever spread through
the young Colony, the number of travelerscreased
and prospectoranoved into seek gold in the streams in
the mountains north of Traralgon. #tore was opened
and a mailman appointed to ride through the forests and
swamps to MelbournéNext,a Post Office opened and,
towardsthe end of the 1850's, the towiswas surveyed
and the first land saldseld.

A ‘ - 7“"- ,n- ol s T e AR
1893 Traralgon to Walhalla coach

Thefollowing decade saw thieeginningof sociallife, with
public meetings and church services being held. Race meetings were organized and attended by
people from milearound.
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The opening up of the squatter's lands for selection brought about a rapid growth in population
which, in turn, led to an increase in the number of town businesses to supply the requirements of
the settlers. Tracks were cleared

and bridges built. Schools were
Traralgon Railway Station 1885 established, banks were opened
and sporting teams were formed.

The building of the railway line in
the late 1870's gave another boost
to the population. Sawmills were
set up to supply thenecessary
timbers and there was an influx of
workers for the construction of the
line.

~

Now that the sawntimber was

available and bricks made inTraralgon couldbe used forchimneysthe standardof buildings
improvedand soon afterwards many substantsallid brick buildingsgraced the town. In th£880's,

the settlerswere becoming more prosperous and this was reflected not only isutoessful
businessesf the town, but also in the types of goods sold. Luxuries as well as necessities became
available. Streets were formed
Loading logs at Traralgon Railway Station and drained, footpaths made,

and the first attempts at
beautifying the town began in the
planting of trees in thstreets.

The cattle salebrought increased
trade, with drovers converging on
Traralgon from all directions on
s sale days, bringing large herds of
e cattle  to  the markets.

Auctioneers and »buyers arrived and hotels employed extra staff to provide meals, while the
shopkeepers did their best tradiof the week on those days.

AT

Traralgon continued to expand as an agricultural centre, with a number of subdivisions
being approved for housing blocks. Cultural activities and sporting clubs thrived and better roads
meanteasierand fastetransport.

(The above history has been used by kind permission of The Traralgon & District Historical Society
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from Traralgon, A Tableau Through Time&nd Edition, Published by the Society in 1985)

7KH /DWUREH 9DOOH\ EHFDPH WKH PDLQ VXSSOLHU Rl 9LFV
turned using a four horse plough at the Yallourn Power Station site on 5 February 1921, and
the laterdevelopmenof Hazelwood and Loy angPowerStations This, togethemwith thegasworks

and afterWorld War Il, the development of the huge

Paper Mill by Australian Paper Manufacturers,

createdplentyof employmentandtheValleythrived.

In the late1980's with theprivatization of the State
Electricity Commission,large numbers of workers
were made redundant ariie area experienced an
economic slumpwith many peopleunemployedand
others moving away from thastrict.

Now in thehundredthyear of the Traralgon & District
Baptist Church, 208, the economy is settling dowiutis still unstable. This is the story of those
first hundred years of the Baptist Church ifraralgon.

Return to Table of Contents

THE HOME MISSION

The firstBaptist Home Missionary Societyas founded in January 1853, but did not last for very
long before it lost momentum and faded away. Five years later inTI858Baptist Association for
the Colony of Victoriawas formed, and it too led a fairly short lifefore being closed down. But
only months later it was fiormed.

When the Baptist Association wasfegmed in 1862, it was callethe Baptist Association and
Home Mission.So right up to this point thdome Missionwas not identifiable as a separate gntit
to the Association of Baptist churches.

A few years later however, in November 1870 the Rev James Martin gave an address to the
Assembly that called for action, and a clarifying of their motives.
The ambition of our churches needs arousing . . . | d&kmmtv what our capacities are, but
to the measure of our capacity Christ expects us to work for Him. . . And if we had no higher
aim than to spread Baptist peculiarities | should be one of the first to throw up the work. But
our mission is higher than thdt is not as Christians to spread Baptist views, but as Baptists
to spread Christianity, and in lovingemnp er at i on wi t h al | branche
to do our part to keep this great land for our Lord and spread from one end to the other the
glad tidings of His redemption.
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